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Claims 1 to 12 disclose inventions relating to a method of screening 
an RNase H inhibitor to a reverse transcriptase by using a substrate 
which is "a substrate comprising a template hybridized with a primer: 

wherein the template is 5' -NRWXZ-3' and the primer is 3 ' -Y-5' (wherein 
Y is hybridizable with X in the template) ; 

the. template is 5'-NRWX-3' and the primer is 3'-YZ-5' (wherein Y is 
hybridizable with X in the template) ; or 

the template is 5 ' -NRWXZY-3 ' (wherein Y is hybridizable with X in 
the template) ; 

wherein N represents a 13- to 19-mer DNA, RNA or chimeric nucleic 
acid; 

R represents an RNA; 

W represents a DNA or a chimeric nucleic acid; 

X represents a 15-mer or higher DNA, RNA or chimeric nucleic acid; 

Y represents a DNA, an RNA or a chimeric nucleic acid having the same 
length as X to be hybridized therewith, provided that .Y is a DNA in the 
case where X to be hybridized therewith is a DNA, Y is an RNA in the 
case where X to be hybridized therewith is an RNA, or Y is a chimeric 
nucleic acid in the case where X to be hybridized therewith is a chimeric 
nucleic acid (in the chimeric nucleic acid, Y is a DNA in the case where 
X is a DNA, or Y is an RNA in the case where X is an RNA) ; and 

Z represents a DNA, an RNA or a chimeric nucleic acid, provided that 
W and Z may be nil" . However, screening of an RNase H inhibitor was 
confirmed in practice exclusively on the following substrate shown in 
Fig . 1 : 

R W x 

5'-cag ucc ucu auu gug ugc ate aaa gga tag atg taa aag aca cc-3' 

3'- g ttt cct ate tac att ttc tgt gg -5' 

Y 

template 5 ' -NRWXZ-3 ' : N=0 , R=19, W=l, X=l, X=24 , Z=0 
primer 3' -y-5' :Y=24. 

Concerning the test compounds, 

use was exclusively made, as control compounds for RNase H inhibitor 
(compound 1; 4- [5- (benzoylamino) thien-2-yl] -2, 4 -dioxobutanoic acid), 
suramin sodium binding nonspecif ically to a reverse transcriptase and 
Nevirapine which is a non-nucleic acid type reverse transcriptase 
inhibitor. Namely, sufficient statement for carrying out the screening 
of an RNase H inhibitor for the above substrate in every case is not 
provided. Thus, it does not appear that the constitution of the invention 
relating to the above substrate is sufficiently described in the 
description. 

Such being the case, the search was made on the parts supported by 
the description and disclosed therein, i.e., mainly on EXAMPLES. 
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